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 This estimate by the Bergier commission’s experts is based on studies carried out in the Federal Archives. For more details, see Switzerland, 

National Socialism and the Second World War, Final report of the Bergier Commision (ICE), Chapter 3 “Refugees and Swiss policy on refugees” 
https://www.uek.ch/en/ More recently, works such as Ruth Fivaz-Silbermann’s thesis have shed light on the number and fate of Jews who sought 
refuge in Switzerland. “La fuite en Suisse : migrations, stratégies, fuite, accueil, refoulement et destin des réfugiés juifs venus de France durant la 
Seconde Guerre mondiale”, UNIGE doctoral thesis, 2017, No. L.884 

2
 This geographical area alone recorded 10,000 passages between 1942 and 1944. 

https://www.uek.ch/en/
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 These are phonetic transcriptions of French sentences which translate as follows: “Halt, border police! Halt or I shoot! Hands up! Turn around! To 

the station! If you move, I shoot! Forward! Right! Left!” 
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 In December 1996, the Federal Assembly (Parliament) unanimously decided to appoint a Committee of Experts to examine, from a historical and 

legal perspective, Switzerland’s asylum policy during the Second World War, its economic relations with the various actors in the war (particularly 
Germany), and the question of the restitution of assets deposited in Switzerland to their rightful beneficiaries. The Commiss ion’s report was 
published in March 2002. https://www.uek.ch/en/ 

 

 

https://www.uek.ch/en/
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 https://blogs.mediapart.fr/heimbergch/blog/200722/marianne-cohn-le-nom-dune-femme-valeureuse-que-vous-ne-trouverez-pas-geneve 

6
The first was murdered by the Gestapo in 1944 and the second died in deportation. 
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During her appearance on Zig Zag Café, Aimée Stitelmann answers Jean-Philippe Rapp’s question: “The journalist — I’d like you to tell us the 

second part. The war ended in 1945, and then you had to face military justice. You even served three weeks in prison. Aimée — Two three-week 
terms. The journalist — Excuse me? Aimée — Two three-week terms. The Journalist — Two three-week terms because you acted that way.” In 



                                                                                                                                                                   
1999, a parliamentary initiative was proposed, calling for the rehabilitation of people who had saved refugees or fought against Nazism and 
fascism. Aimée was the first person to be rehabilitated in 2004. 

8
At the end of the 1980s, the population discovered that the Swiss federal authorities and cantonal police had been monitoring some 900,000 

individuals and organizations, due to their political involvement (communists, Jura separatists, pacifist groups, feminists, anti-nuclear movements, 
etc.)  

9
Aimée Stitelmann was a member of solidaritéS (an anti-capitalist, feminist, ecosocialist movement). A special issue of the movement’s bimonthly 

journal is dedicated to her. Issue no. 59 was published on January 3, 2005. It contains many interesting facts about her professional life and her 
multiple activities. After the war, Aimée met a man with whom she had a child. She lived in Israel for a while, before returning to Switzerland. She 
worked at a number of odd jobs while raising her daughter and attending evening college to obtain her diploma, her studies having been 
interrupted by the war. She became an elementary school teacher in the Eaux-Vives district, not far from the train station where she had smuggled 
these refugees in her teenage years. A politically involved teacher, Aimée was a follower of the Freinet pedagogy based on children’s free 

expression. She worked for the integration of foreign children in the canton’s public schools and helped create the "petite école" of the Centre de 
contact Suisses-Immigrés organization, defending the rights of children without legal status. Today, a high school bears her name. 
 


